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SUB-CONJUNCTIVAL OPERATION FOR STRABISMUS. 
BY JOHN H. DIX, M.D. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Dear Sir,—The majority of your readers are probably wearied with 
accounts’ of operations for strabismus; and if the result of the division 
of the internal rectus, according to the usual and simplest method, had 
proved to be in all cases, and in every respect, quite satisfactory, 1 should 
not again trouble you upon a subject with which I have already occupied 
so much space in your Journal. Jn many cases where the squint is 
entirely removed, it will be remarked by an ordinary observer, that al- 
though the eyes are straight, they are not alike, and to a critical observer 
it will-be evident that this dissimilarity is owing to a projection of the 
eye which has been operated on, and an abrupt indentation at the inner 
canthus, giving to the eye on this side the appearance of a globe lying 
in the orbit, but detached from it. The long vertical incision midway 
between the cornea and inner canthus has allowed the semilunar fold to 
recede, and the globe in some degree to project. 3 

Division of the muscle beneath the conjunctiva obviates, of course, 
the first of these consequences, the retraction of the semilunar fold, and 
prevents any very considerable projection of the globe, though these ad- 
vantages do not seem to have been much insisted on by M. Guérin, who 
first proposed this method of operating, his object being to guard against 
the inflammatory action which might result from laying the sc'erotic bare. 
Although, as regards the subsequent inflammation, nothing is to be ap- 
prehended from either method if neatly performed, the sub-conjuncti- 
val method has strong claims to preference for the other reasons just 
mentioned. 

M. Guérin’s method has already been well described and_illus- 
trated in your Journal, but as my design in this communication is to 
commend to your attention another method of doing the same thing, I 
will briefly state his as follows. Tie lids being secured and the patient 
_in a recumbent position, the eye is everted and kept steady by means of 
a double hook inserted into the albuginea, and an opening is made 
through the conjunctiva and the investing sheath or fascia of the muscle 
at its lower margin. M. Guérin’s knife is now to be passed between the 
sclerotic and the tendon of the muscle, keeping the blade flat upon the 
sclerotic, until it is fairly inserted, when the edge is to be turned outward 
against the tendon, which sometimes parts with a faint noise. This is, J 
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‘believe, the way in which the operation of tenotomy is performed for 
other deformities in orthopedic practice; but in its application. to the 
muscles of the eye it is objectionable on several accounts. In order to 
give to the muscle the degree of tension necessary for the division of its 
tendon by simply turning the edge of the knife against it, the double 
hook must be applied with a force, which, independently of the pain it 
occasions, might be, though I am not aware that it ever has been, burtful 
to the internal textures of the globe, while from the Jength of the blade 
and the rolling of the globe upward, which is prevented only in fact by 
the outward traction with the double hook, the usual motion of cutting is 
impossible to any useful extent. Unless the curvature of the blade very 
nearly suits the convexity of the globe, where the division is to be made, as 
the knife is pressed outward, one portion of the blade may be cutting the 
conjunctiva, before the section of the tendon is thoroughly accomplished. 
And if it be expedient, as in very decided cases of squint it is, to divide 
the muscle posteriorly to its tendon, these difficulties are enhanced. In 
deed it is only in cases where the squint is very decided that they offer 
any serious obstacle to one who is familiar with the use of Guérin’s 
knife, and in my own practice I still adopt this method of M. Guérin on 
account of its simplicity, when the eversion is very slight, the globe prom- 
nent, and the patient an adult of sufficient i eric to hold the eye 
everted with but little aid from the double hook. But the more nu- 
_ merous cases of decided squint are precisely those.in which it is most 

important to keep the conjunctiva whole, inasmuch as the greater the 
squint, the greater the liability to projection of the globe and a gap at the 
inner canthus. 

I have, therefore, adopted the following method, which in such cases 
is, in my own hands, far more convenient and effective, and less painful. 
The patient is’sitting with the head slightly inclined backward upon the 
assistant who raises the upper lid, and the eye everted as far as possible 
by a voluntary effort. A horizontal slit is made, either with a knife or 
scissors, just above the upper edge of the muscle, through not only the 
conjunctiva but the fibrous cellular investment of the muscle. ‘Through 
this opening the blunt hook is passed between the muscle or tendon, and, 
carrying it fully down, the lower margin of the muscle will be certainly 
indicated by the appearance of the end of the hook, covered only by the 
conjunctiva, in which, at this point, a second horizontal slit, about a line 
and a half in length, is made. Through this lower slit, the section of the | 
muscle or its tendon is made from below upward with a pair of slightly- 
curved scissors, one blade passing between the conjunctiva and the mus- 
cle, and the other between the muscle and the sclerotic; the muscle 
being at the same time raised a little from the globe, and effectually pre- 
vented from rolling upward by the blunt probe or hook, which has been 
inserted under it from above downward. The section of the muscle is 
known to be complete, when there is left upon the hook only a strip of 
conjunctiva ; but it may be still further verified by holding this portion of 
conjunctiva aside, before the hook is withdrawn, so that the sclerotic may be 
seen or felt. ‘The horizontal openings in the conjunctiva will in some cases 
be found to afford a convenient opportunity of making a free section of 
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indurated and contracted cellular or fibrous tissue, both above and below, 
a proceeding which in cases of long standing is often required, and from. 
the direction of the slits their edges are brought more nearly in apposition, 
the greater the change which has taken place in the position of the globe. 

I am fully aware that little credit attaches to those who, following in 
the track of a great discoverer, strive to appropriate to themselves, by trifling. 
or inaginary improvements, a portion of his reputation, and would by no 
means be understood to say that very perfect results have not been obtain- 
ed in the manner originally directed by Professor Dieffenbach, or that M. 
Guérin’s operation is impracticable or unsuccessful ; but only to express 
my conviction that by preserving the integrity of the conjunctiva between 
the cornea and inner canthus, very important objections to the operation 
are obviated, and to point out a method by which this may be most easily 
and thoroughly effected in decided cases. And I am the more convinced 
that some modification of M. Guérin’s method was needed to render it. 
conveniently applicable in decided cases, by the fact that I have searched 
the foreign journals in vain for evidence of the adoption of the sub-con- 
junctival operation by those gentlemen who have heretofore made the 
most valuable communications on the’ subject. ‘The following are among 
the earliest cases on which I operated in this way. 

November 25th, 1841.—Mr. B. W. S., of Boston, et. 17, has squint- 
ed from birth as at present. ‘The strabismus is slight and confined to the 
right eye, but the deficiency of vision is greater than would be expected 
from the degree of the inversion. He can see the cutline of large objects, 
but cannot discern letters of any size. When both eyes are used, he ex- 
periences a pain in the right, which frequently obliges him to desist from 
his occupation, and interferes with his attendance upon a trade which he 
is desirous cf learning. It is chiefly in the hope of being relieved in 
this last respect, that he wishes.to have the operation performed. 

. Dr. Nye of Lynn, arfd Mr. C. H. Call, assisting me, the alo SON 
tival operation was performed in the manner above described, and the 
eye became immediately slightly everted. After a few moments rest, 
however, it assumed the centre of the orbit, and he has the power of in- 
version slightly. All the portion of conjunctiva between the lids is un- 
a Patient directed to keep both eyes open and turned towards 
the left. 3 

December 1st.—Vision of the right eye clearer, position slightly in- 
clined inward, especially after looking long and steadily towards the left. 
Continue still to look towards*the left. 

12th.—Position of eyes as at last report. Vision improving in the 
right, though not so good as in left eye. He has now acquired com- 
plete control of the motion of the right eye inward. Use both eyes, 
without any effort to turn them to the right or left. | 

May 5th, 1842.—The position of both eyes good, and no difference 
perceptible in their appearance. # 

November 29th, 1841.—Mr. T. R., zt. 29, of Boston, has squinted 
from birth. The squint alternates from one eye to the orher, but is 
greatest in the left, which, when he is looking straight forward with the 
right, is so far inverted as to conceal at the inner canthus one third of the 
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cornea, the turn being slightly upward as well as inward. Vision with 
this eye not so distinct or so far as with the other, and a long-continued 
eversion of it causes some uneasiness at the inner canthus. 

Dr. N. W. Oliver and Mr. C. H. Call present. The muscle was 
very full and strong, and immediately on its division, posteriorly to the 
tendon, the globe was felt to be loosened and assumed nearly its proper 
position, there being still a very slight tendency inward, and the power of 
moving it inward remaining ina small degree. Right eye to be bandaged, 
and left everted. ‘The integrity of the conjunctiva at the inner canthus 
is fully preserved, the small horizontal slits above and below the muscle 
being completely hidden by the lids when they are opened as far as the 
patient has power to do so, and their edges being in apposition whether 
the eye is turned inward or outward. 

April 20th, 1842.—Mr. R. left town immediately after the operation, 
and now calls upon me for the first time. The left eye is perfectly straight, 
and the right, which for some weeks after the operation was a little in- 
verted, now exhibits no obliquity except when he is turning both far to- 
wards the left. A scarcely appreciable fulness of the left eye upon close 
examination. 

December 8th, 1841.—Mrs. R., et. 56, has squinted with the right 
eye since she was 4 years of age, in consequence, as she: thinks, of an 
attempt, in company with some playmates, to distort the eyes. The 
vision of the right eye has always been imperfect, being sufficient to 
distinguish persons and things, but not to read. The inversion, though 
decided, is not very great, and she says that she has wished to have the 
muscle divided, not on account of the deformity, but because for the last 
three months she has been alarmed to find the vision of her left eye (the 
straight one) becoming obscured, a smoky atmosphere seeming to envelope 
every object. Upon a careful examination of the two eyes, I find no 
decided evidence of an opacity in the lens or capsule of the lens of the 
left eye, although the pupil of this eye exhibits somewhat more distinctly 
than the right, the whitish appearance, which is frequently found in 
advancing life, without any known loss of sight. As, moreover, the or- 
dinary use of the eyes, if long continued, is attended with an uneasy 
sensation, sometimes amounting to pain, at the inner canthus of the left 
eye, and most sensibly felt when she is looking towards the left, it is_pro- 
bable that the dimness of vision in this ey® is owing to the constrained 
and exclusive use of it. 

The internal rectus was divided at its tendinous part in the presence 
of Dr. H. O. Stone and Mr. J. Palmer, and the eye immediately became 
straight, the power of turning it inward remaining in about half its pre- 
vious extent. * * * * * * 

April 5th, 1842.—Both eyes are now, four months after the opera- 
tion, straight, their motions correspond in every direction, and no pro- 
jection of the right eye is observable. There was on the first days after 
the operation a sensible improvement of vision, and entire freedom from 
the uneasy, painful sensation at the inner canthus. With the right eye 
alone she can now see to read, and the smoky haze in the left eye, 
which commenced three months before the operation, has for the last 
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fortnight been wholly relieved. Although this improvement in the left 

eye is undoubtedly chiefly owing to the removal of the obliquity in the 

right, it is proper to state that it was probably promoted by the absti- 

nence from the ordinary occupations of reading and sewing, which was 

enjoined for the first month, and adhered to with less strictness for the 

second month, after the operation. . 
Boston, May, 1842. 


RUPTURE OF THE HEART. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Sir,—As the following is rather a rare case, if you think it would prove 
interesting to your readers, please insert it in your valuable Journal. 


Ashby, May, 1842. Yours respectfully, A. HaskeLt. 


Mr. »a man of middling stature, well proportioned, a farmer 
by occupation, 64 years of age, for two years past had been subject to 
severe paroxysms of pain, commencing at the pit of the stomach, and 
extending through the left side to the shoulder, and thence down to the 
elbow. The usual medicaments, such as most families frequently keep, 
and have no hesitation in administering without consulting a physician, 
as paregoric, camphor, essence of peppermint, &c., given pretty freely, 
would sometimes seem to afford relief, and at others were wholly inefii- 
cient. After a while, perhaps from one to three hours, the pain would 
cease at once, and he would return to his work. No irregularity was 
ever observable in the pulse, and he was remarkable for having a good . 
appetite, and enjoying a good meal. He had experienced no inconve- 
nience in pursuing his usual occupation, till about a fortnight before his 
death. During this time a little exertion in working or walking would 
cause a recurrence of the pain, and induce so great a degree of debility," 
that he was able to labor but very little. | , 

The pulse varying but very little from its usual velocity, but rather 
full, his son, who lately commenced the practice of physic, thinking that 
bloodletting might be serviceable, Mr. came to me on the 29th 
ult. at 34 o’clock P. M., and I took away 20 oz. of blood from the left 
arm. It produced a little faintness; but after lying down awhile, he got 
up, and recovered his natural freshness of countenance. Complaining 
of some pain in the stomach, he took an opiate with camphor, and con- 
versed cheerfully until 5, when he returned home. But after going 
two thirds of a mile, the pain increased to such a degree, that he was 
obliged to stop at a neighbor’s. Being sent for in haste, I soon saw him, 
gave him laudanum, and applied sulphuric ether to the region of the 
stomach and breast several times, but without any apparent benefit ; 
when understanding that he had eaten a hearty dinner of bodled dish, 
and on the ground that his pain might be aggravated, if not caused, by 
such a loaded state of the stomach, I gave him an emetic, which pro- 
duced several ejections of partially digested food. ‘This, however, re- 
lieved him only for a few moments, when the pains would return with 
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apparently increased violence. Warm external applications, as blankets 
wrung out with hot water, gave but momentary and partial relief. Af- 
ter repeating the opiates, with various stimulants, he rode home, but with- 
out any mitigation of pain. The hot applications, with pediluvium, were 
pty mg continued, together with laudanum, till 11 o’clock, when 

gave him repeatedly sulph. ether, with opiates, which seemed to have 
some effect in abating the pain. He gradually became easier, so that 
his wife and a son (the only residents in the family) went to bed, ex- 
pecting he would recover as formerly. About 3 A. M., on the 30th, 

r. spoke to his wife, and said he felt sick, and thought he 
should vomit, which he did immediately. He had taken two cathartic 
pills, and his wife, thinking it a proper time to repeat them, got up and 
went “4 them. On returning, she heard him groan, and he immediately 
expired. 

‘A post-mortem examination, which was made the day following, May 
Ist, in the presence of several physicians, presented the following ap- 
pearances. The right lung adhered to the pleura through its whole 
extent—the left, to the extent of about two thirds of its surface. The 
whole volume of the lungs was very much engorged with blood, much 
more so than is generally found, even so long after death; otherwise in a 
healthy condition. The pericardium was very fully distended. On 
pom it, we were not a little surprised on finding it to contain coagula 
of blood with a liquid, consisting probably of blood and serum, the whole 
filling a pint measure. On pursuing our examination, we found a rup- 
ture of the left ventricle, about fifteen lines from the apex, and twelve 
in length, and two others near it about one third as long. ‘There was 
around the rupture an unusual softening and spongy texture of the mus- 
cular fibres, which very readily yielded to a gentle pressure between the 
thumb and finger. The heart was of the usual size and of a healthy 
re st except perhaps near the rupture, where it was a little darker 
colored. 

Mr. had never been subject to cough or dyspnoea. During 
the last fortnight there might be some difficulty of breathing, while he was 
suffering severe pain in consequence of exercise; but when at rest, his 
breathing was not at all interrupted. 

Query.—Were the pains Mr. occasionally suffered, produced 
by the diseased state of the heart, by the extensive adhesions of the 
lungs, or by the transient inflammation which caused those adhesions? 
‘Or, what was their cause ? . 


NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE. 

To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sir,—The purpose which I had in view, in writing a pamphlet upon 
the U. S. Naval Medical corps, namely, the elevation of one division of 
the medical profession, to that degree of respectability which belongs to 


the profession at large, alone induces me to trouble you with any reply to 
your remarks upon that pamphlet. I regard it as a piece of conceited 
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assumption for any one, who gives a communication to the public, to find 
fault with the opinions his communication may elicit ; but when his facts 
are misunderstood or perverted, it becomes a duty not only to himself, 
but to his subject, to correct such errors. A professional friend, in allud- 
ing to your article, remarked that “it was so different from the usual 
tone of the Journal, that 1 think there must have been some personal 
feeling.” But as 1 am entirely unknown to you, and as I cannot sup- 
_ pose that the sentiments of any one actuated by such a motive, and 
likely,to suspect the authorship of the pamphlet, would find admission 
into your Journal under the editorial sanction, I rather attribute your 
remarks to a hasty perusal of my pamphlet, a misunderstanding of its 
object, and a misconception of my motives. 

Your first inference, that it was ‘prompted by a disappointment in pro- 
motion, is so far wrong, that to detail the truth would have the appear- 
ance of egotistical boasting. But although | have for some years oc- 
cupied the highest permanent rank of my corps, in common with many 
others, | have been unwilling to leave the worthy young men just enter- 
ing the service, to the depressing difficulties and harassing vexations 
which I have passed through, merely because 1 am now beyond their . 
reach. For the sake of my junior professional brethren, and for that of 
my profession, I have been willing to remember 
Queque ipse misserima vidi 

Et quorum pars magna fui. 

The assertion that “the cry of the horse-leech, give, give, give, is 
heard in every line of the exposition,” is so contrary to the whole spirit 
of the pamphlet, that it appears to countenance the idea that your re- 
marks have been suggested by some one of prejudiced mind, rather than 
by your own perusal; for the purpose of increased pay is expressly dis- 
claimed, and higher incentives to official conduct are as distinctly pointed 
out and advocated ; but, in enumerating all the grievances of naval medi- 
cal officers, the great discrepancy between their pay and that of other 
officers, and of their own corps in other services, is too great to be over- 
looked. It is alluded to as a part of the general system of humiliation. 
In no part of the pamphlet can you find a request for “a little more of 
nothing to do,” or an exemption from duty even hinted at ; the taunt is, 
therefore, entirely uncalled for. Equally unmerited is the charge of 
flattery to the Secretary of the Navy, as no more is said of this officer 
than the whole country awards to his acts, or than was necessary to 
show that the “‘ Exposition” was not intended as an impertinent dicta- 
tion to him. ' | 

The imaginary pleasures derived from “ varying climate and scenery,” 
like most other fancies, would, 1 assure you, disappear before the test 
of reality. Not to estimate the amount of mental anxiety and sufferin 
growing out of years of separation from every relation which makes life 
valuable, the physical discomforts alone, even in times of peace, are 
far more than a counterpoise to all the pleasures of a naval life. Cruis- 
ing for years in a small vessel, on a stormy coast, many officers crowded 
in one apartment, that apartment deluged, for days together, with wa- 
ter from seas breaking fore and aft over the vessel, the hatches battened 
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down and covered with tarpauline, excluding all light but that derived 
from a horn lanthorn, dimmed with smoke, your clothes and boots soaked 
in water; without, for weeks, a dry bed to sleep in, and for days with- 
out the means of preparing the homely food you have; this discomfort 
occurring, not as with transient voyagers for a single gale, after which 
they are restored to the comforts of home, but again and again, during 
a cruise of years’ duration; the best years of youth, and the compen- 
sating scenery being that of a wild, dangerous, and unsettled coast; liv- 
ing for weeks upon a daily slice of fried pumpkin, with a little bread 
dust, and drinking molasses to stay hunger, or lying in a rigging-loft up- 
on a small island, prostrate with yellow fever, with twenty of your pa- 
tients in the same condition around you, with only an ignorant doctor, 
-not even a brother officer, to minister to you—is buying variety of scenery 
over dear. Such having been a part of my personal experience, I feel 
-a right to allude to it as a moiety of the discomforts of naval life, to 
show that the life is not so desirable as fancy might paint; but not to 
complain of the lot and hazards which every officer may encounter who 
enters the public service. 

The argument that dissatisfaction may be avoided by resignation, is so 
inconsistent with common justice, that | have no fear of its general 
admission, and I think some reflection would induce your own withdrawal 
of it. Would it be either just or wise for any service to heap difficul- 
ties and miseries upon its servants to the last point of endurance? or to 
go on and drive them out, set after set, until some are found willing to 
bear their grievances and remain? Is it just to make an officer’s neces- 
sities the only measure of his rights? From other considerations the 
contingency of resigning or remaining in the service is no test of its 
liberality or advantages. The medical officer generally enters the ser- 
vice, ignorant of what is before him; his first cruise is on a distant station 
for three years, at the end of which he hopes for better things, and so 
goes on hoping from year to year, until all that period of life is passed 
_in which he should be securing his permanent settlement ; and finally he 
remains, although the situation of any “land doctor” surrounded by 
the comforts of family and home, and whose success has been that of 
ordinary ability and assiduity, may be envied by any naval surgeon. 

You require “ more tangible facts.” I have given you definitely, the 
dwelling place, official and social relations, and pay of medical officers in 
their respective grades. 1 have pointed out the advantages over them 
of almost every other class of officers in the service; the better condi- 
tion of their brethren in the land and foreign services. ‘These, which 
cover the whole existence of the individual, are surely facts sufficiently 
tangible, and I am surprised that any one‘ should be willing that any por- 
tion of the profession of which he is a member, should continue in a 
position inferior to that of other officers, having no higher claim; but as 
this is a matter of opinion, however I may regret it, 1 claim no right to 
find fault with it. 

As a matter of justice, I request a correction of the wrong inferences 
you have drawn from my pamphlet, which 1 have no doubt you will 
grant me by the publication of this letter from the author of 
Baltimore, May 8, 1842. “ An Exposition,” &c. 
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EXTRACTION OF A NEEDLE FROM THE GEMINI MUSCLES OF A '' 
CHILD. 


To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. ' 


Sir,—If you think the following case of sufficient interest, please give it a 
place in your Journal. 
" A male child of G. K., of this town, aged fourteen months, had been 
strong and healthy till the age of eleven months, when he could walk 
alone. Soon after, from some unknown cause, his health began to de- 
cline, and he became feeble and emaciated. I was recently called to 
the child, and informed by the parents that they had discovered a hard 
substance situated in the flesh, about midway between the ischium and 
the pubis, The substance appeared small and indistinct; and on at- 
tempting to grasp it, would recede and apparently disappear. I made 
an incision with a small scalpel, perhaps half an inch in depth, and ex- 
tracted a common sewing needle. The child recovered his health rapidly. 
Westminster, May 2d, 1842. FiaveL Cutting. 


WINE AT THE ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. : 


Dear Sir,—Please to permit me, through the medium of your Journal, 
to suggest the expediency, or duty, of the Massachusetts Medical So- 
ciety’s dispensing, in future, with wine at its annual festivals. Many 
reasons might be offered for doing it, but I shall present but one, which I 
trust will suffice. A large number of the Fellows of the Society are 
also members of. temperance societies, whose pledges forbid both the 
use of wine, and the furnishing of it for the entertainment of their friends, 
as, also, the countenancing its use at any time, as a luxury. Now so 
long as wines are used or furnished at the annual dinners, and paid for 
out of the treasury of the Society, individuals belonging to temperance 
societies are virtually compelle@ to violate their temperance pledges, 
which to men of conscience is certainly a sore grievance. Does not, 
then, a regard for the feelings and principles of many of our brethren, 
setting aside all other considerations, require that all alcoholic beverages 
should be banished from our festive board? . 

May 7, 1842. Yours truly, A. D. B. 


CASES OF OBSTINATE CONSTIPATION. 


age following cases of constipation, treated by injection, are related by 
r. G. F. Carmichael in the Philadelphia Medical Examiner.] 

Captain C., a seafaring man, has had permanent stricture of the rectum 
for five or six years, to such a degree as to subject him to habitual diffi- 
culty in evacuating his bowels, and occasionally to complete obstruction , 
and retention of the feces. At the time I was called to see him he had 
had no evacuation from his bowels for five days, and at that time was 
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suffering greatly from aggravated symptoms of constipation, viz., violent 
pain and enormous distension of the abdomen, sick stomach, constant 
vomiting, great thirst, sleeplessness, jactitation, inability to remain in a 
recumbent posture, oppressed and anxious countenance, &c. Previously 
to my visit he had taken numerous doses of purgative medicine, some 

which were retained, and others rejected. ssn 

Prescription.—Bloodletting to 3 xx. ; warm bath ; purgative draughts ; 
enemata. No relief being induced by these means, and the symptoms in- 
creasing, I introduced the gum-elastic stomach tube of a patent injecting 
apparatus, its whole length (twenty-four inches, per anum) into the bowels, 
and threw up gently and slowly about a quart of warm soap and water. 
This was retained for some minutes, and its reflux then permitted through 
the tube. Whenever the eyelets of the tube became obstructed by un- 
dissolved fecal matter, they were cleared by injecting a little warm water 
through it. In this manner the accumulated feces (the cause of the 
symptoms) dissolved in the soap and water, were removed in a few 
minut@s, and the patient expressed himself entirely relieved and imme- 
diately sunk to sleep. No farther treatment was necessary. 

In a second case the same proceeding procured immediate relief, after 
the patient had been subjected for a whole week—he being in the greatest 
distress—to every variety and mode of treatment which is usually followed 
in such attacks, and when he was almost given up in despair. In the 
second case there was no stricture. . | 

Cases of the above character are commonly regarded by practitioners 
of medicine and friends of patients with peculiar anxiety and solicitude ; 
and as I feel assured that a most frequent cause of such cases, is accumu- 
lation of hard fecal matter in the large intestines, particularly in’ the as- 
cending colon, insoluble by the secretions of the lining, membrane of the 
bowels—incapable of being urged along the intestinal tube, either from its 
bulk or loss of. peristaltic power from over-distension—and inacessible to 
common lavements—I can recommend the above mode of injection for 
solution and removal of fecal obstruction of the bowels as satisfactory and 
safe, at least so far as my. experience . I of course do not pretend 
to originality in the adoption of this plan, but merely testify to its suffi- 
ciency in time of need, when the usual means are defective. 
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BOSTON, MAY 18, 1842. 


NAVY MEDICAL CORPS. 


Our comments, a few weeks since, upon the pamphlet entitled “ Ax 
Exposition of the unjust and injurious relations of the U. S. Navy Medi- 
cal Corps,” has brought a communication from the author at Baltimore, 
which is cheerfully inserted in to-day’s Journal. Although the author 
still conceals his name, a medical gentleman of that city, for whom we 
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entertain a profound respect, assures us that the writer of the exposition 
has no private ends to answer—that he is entirely above a sinister motive, 
and that his sole and exclusive objectis just what he asserts in the pamph- 
let. If our observations were calculated to injure the cause which he is 
pleading, we shall regret it most sincerely ; but it can be said, with truth, 
that we never before had reason to suspect that the medical corps of the 
navy were unjustly treated. We still think that it was a great mistake 
to send forth such a document anonymously ; its arguments are thrown 
to the winds. Will the Secretary of the Navy, Congress, or the President 
of the United States, be influenced by an appeal that goes to them with- 
out a same? Giving the author entire credit for his motives, since the 
endorsement on the margin of the letter before us amply and honorably 
sustains him in that respect, we should feel badly indeed if a deservin 
class of fellow laborers in the cause of humanity, were beyond the rea 
of relief. If the army surgeons are paid more and better than those in 
the navy, the sooner things are equalized, the more gratifying to the 
lovers of justice. Still, with regard to ourselves, with buta limited know- 
edge, however, of the duties, and trusting considerably to those with whom 
we have conversed, it would be more desirable to be in the navy on half 
pay, than in the army with the present rate of compensation. As to the 
disgraceful manner of accommodating assistant surgeons on ship-board, 
their necessary associates, and their unnecessary degradation, a reform 
seems to be loudly called for: they have our warmest sympathies. But 
without a bold and vigorous representation by the whole corps, with 
their names attached, they will assuredly suffer on, a century to come, un- 
heard in high places, though commiserated by those who can render them 
no lasting service. . 


Transactions of the College of Physictans.—Another quarterly sum- 
mary of the doings of the Philadelphia College, of which some account 
has been given heretofore, is published. It embraces the transactions of 
February, March and April. The promptitude with which the Journal is 
sent abroad, is extremely creditable to the officers. When such papers 
as constitute the body of this summary, are suffered to remain on hand 
till the authors are dead, or the name of the institution lost to the memory 


of the country, solely on account of its tardiness in getting ready todo — 


something, all interest is lost in them, or rather they excite none when 
they do appear. But when they come directly from their authors, it 
rouses the reader to an active state of mind, and thus an influence is 
perceptibly exerted. Dr. Warrington’s annual report on the diseases of 
women; Dr. Morris’s case of poisoning with laudanum; Dr. Moore’s 
on meteorology and epidemics, and Dr. Condie’s annual report on the 
diseases of children, are exceedingly acceptable. Dr. Condie’s article, 
especially, shows him to be a close observer, and a careful reader; 
he observes that “during the past year few observations have been: re- 
corded calculated to improve, materially, our acquaintance with the nature 
and diagnosis of the morbid affections that usually occur during child- 
hood ;” and from the. number of authors cited by him, who are now 
writing in the foreign periodicals or elaborating distinct treatises, it appears 
that he is minutely acquainted with the passing medical literature of the 
day. The summary is a valuable quarterly contribution to medical sci- 
ence, which we hope will,be sustained for many years to come. 
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_ Cooper’s Surgical Dictionary.—Dr. Reese, the well-known American 
editor of an acceptable and improved edition of this very useful work, 
proposes to publish another, with further improvements, on a plan that 
commends the Dictionary in a special manner to our countrymen. Mr, 
Cooper was much gratified with the former additions made by Dr. Reese, 
and in a frank and gentlemanly letter, assured him of his obligations and 
friendship. A circular is abroad, addressed to our native surgeons, the 
design of which, as expressed by Dr. Reese, is “ to solicit the favor of an 
early communication by mail, setting forth what greater operations you 
have performed, or what improvements you have introduced in the treat- 
ment of surgical diseases, including the construction of instrumepts, ap- 
paratus, &c. ; and also, whatever you claim as original or novel, and 
which may be worthy of record. And if you know of any surgeon in 
your vicinity having claims in this department, whom I may inadvertently 
overlook in the distribution of this circular, you will do me a favor by ob- 
taining from him a similar communication. 

“ Should any or all of your claims be published in either of the periodi- 
cals, be pleased to direct me to the volume, No. and page; or, if you have 

ublished in pamphlet or book form anything relating to surgery, a copy 
ih forwarded to me will be improved by extracts or otherwise.” 

Dr. Reese adds, that it is important that he receive all communications 
early in the month of July of the present year. We view this invitation 
in the light of an intention to make known the claims of our own sur- 
geons; and it is desirable that Dr. Reese should be speedily put in 
possession of all the published cases that would illustrate and establish 
the progress of surgery in the United States. One should communicate 
this request to another, so that no person who may have it in his power 
to add to the stock of materials that promises so much for our national 
character in operative surgery, shall lose the opportunity to do so. 


Dr. McClintock’s Introductory.—Notwithstanding it is impossible, in 
most instances, to transcribe parts of the introductories, which it is now 
customary to deliver in medical schools, at the commencement of a term, 
we shall endeavor to speak of them as they deserve. Dr. McClintock’s 
well-written discourse, published by the class in the Castleton Medical 
- College, points out the changes that have taken place in the department 
of instruction since the last year. If students must go to a city, the 
doctor tells them that Philadelphia is the best of the great cities. He 
does not conceal his partialities for the institutions there; but at the 
same time he endeavors to make the class contented with home, or rather 
Castleton, by a graphic narrative of the disastrous things, in the shape of 
vices, that might beset their youthful footsteps at the corners of the 
streets, even in the goodly place of his former residence. There is now 
and then a pleasant sprinkling in of apt quotations from the poets. 
“God made the country, and man made the town,” a sentiment of Cow- 
per, is appropriately introduced by way of making any discontented as- 
pirant satisfied with his condition. No member of the class, it is pre- 
sumed, will hereafter attend lectures in this metropolis, notwithstanding 
it is about four hundred miles nearer than Philadelphia to Castleton. In 
order to avoid Boston on the route, it may be advisable for them to go 
down on the east side of the mountain. We have as much respect for 
the profession of Philadelphia as Dr. McClintock, and with regard to 
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the advantages to be derived from the elevated system of medicine and 
surgery characteristic of the schools there, most fully agree with him. 
Still, it may not be amiss to remember that there are also medical institu- 
tions in Boston, New York, Baltimore and Washington, which have 
~some pretensions to character and standing. 


Anniversary Discourse.—At the annual meeting of the State Medicai 
Society, which will be held in Boston towards the close of the present 
month, the discourse is to be given by Stephen W. Williams, M.D., of 
Deerfield, Mass. Some little curiosity is manifested to know what topic 
he will discuss. Dr. Williams has been before the public in the charac- 
ter of a medical teacher and writer, for a long series of years, and there- 
fore his name is quite familiar in connection with those who have con- 
tributed to the fand of medical literature in this country. On whatever 
subject he may speak, it is quite certain that no effort will be wanting, 
on his part, to meet the high expectations of the learned body that he has 
been selected to address. Our friends from the country must not fail to 
_ have our venerable Society fully represented on the day of meeting. 


Medical Honor.—In the printed catalogue of the members of the Prussian 
Medical Society, for June, 1841 (Verein ftir Heilkunde in Preussen), is the 
name of Martyn Paine, M.D., of New York,extensively know inthe medico- 
scientific ea for his indefatigable industry in medical literature. This 
Society embraces the elite of the medical faculty of Russia and Germany, 
there being but one hundred and fifty ordinary members—and till the 
election of Dr. Paine, it had not conferred the honor of a diploma on a 
single person in America. It is gratifying that this gentleman is begin- 
ning to receive from the old countries of Europe, those distinguished 
testimonies of admiration for his talents, which have. been perhaps, to 
some extent, denied him at home. 


Elizir of Opium.—Our attention has again been called to this prepa- 
ration, which is said to retain only the morphine, codein and narcein— 
and those in combination with its native meconic. acid. Dr. M’Munn, the 
inventor, is spoken well of; and Drs. F. U. Johnston, John W. Francis, 
John C. Cheesman, and R. K. Hoffman, gentlemen of established repu- 
tation in New York, recommend the elixir to the patronage of the pro- 
fession. In Boston, physicians will find -it put up in small phials, at 
Smith & Fowle’s, 138 Washington street, opposite School street. 


River Fever.—In the report made to the Secretary of the British Ad- 
miralty, by Capt. Trotter, in which are detailed the particulars of the 
late unfortunate expedition to explore the Niger, honorable mention is made 
of the surgeons of the Albert, Wilberforce and Soudan Steamers. Dr. F. 
D. Nightingale, Assistant Surgeon of the Albert, died; also Dr. W. B. 
Marshall, Acting Surgeon, and Dr. H. Colman, Assistant Surgeon of 
the Soudan. Although-the amount of sickness on board, after entering 
the river, was alarming, Dr. McWilliams thought the disease might as- 
sume a milder character, when higher up the stream. The theory,® 


however, was incorrect; and from September 28 to October 5, Dr. McWil. ‘ 
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liams, assisted by only one white man, dropped down towards the sea. 
The vessel would have been obliged to float off without steam, had it not 
been for the mechanical ingenuity of Dr. Stranger, the geologist of the 
expedition, who, by consulting Tredgold’s work on steam, and getting a 
little instruction from a convalescent engineer, undertook to work the en- 

ine himself. Dr. Stranger succeeded in taking the steamer safely below 

boe, without any accident; while Dr. McWilliams, in addition to his 
enormous press of professional duties as medical officer, conducted the 
vessel in the most able and judicious manner. It pains us to record 
the subsequent sickness of this energetic physician. How it has termi- 
nated with him, is at present uncertain. The malady that has proved so 
terribly destructive to European life in this last Niger expedition, is de- 
nominated, by the medical staff, the river fever—which they report to be 
unlike auy fever spoken of in any work extant on fevers. It has such 
peculiarities as the surgeons had never before wiinessed, either in Africa 
or the West Indies. Dr. Mc Williams is of the opinion, as far as he can judge, 
that the Niger is not safe for white constitutions—and upon the strength 
of this, Capt. Trotter suggests to the Lords of the Admiralty, that it 
would be desirable, therefore, to procure assistant surgeons and black en- _ 
gineers. Had it not been for the boldness as well as various qualifications 
of the surgeons for doing everything well, the expedition might have been 
still more unfortunate: every man might have died, and no one left to ex- 
plain the dreadful mortality. : 


Naval Appointments.—Drs. Robert T. Barry, Charles A. Hassler, David 
Harlan, J. D. Miller, Geo. W. Peete, Victor L. Godon, Robert Woodworth, 
and A. J. Wedderburn, have been nominated to the U.S. Senate, for sur- 
geons in the Navy, and will probably be confirmed and commissioned. 


Shrapnel Shells and Vaccination.—We have more than once adverted 
to the comparative estimation in which inventions for saving, and inven- 
tions for destroying our fellow creatures, have been held by the former 
governments of this country. It will be recollected that Jenner obtained 
from the parsimony of Mr. Pitt, and the liberality of Parliament, a vote 
of £10,000, for the discovery of vaccination, by which millions of man- 
kind have been saved from deformities, blindness and untimely death. 
Lieutenant-general Shrapnel, who died a fortnight ago, and had discover- 
ed the destructive case-shot, Shrapnel shells, at the siege of Dunkirk, re-. 
ceived for his discovery a life-pension of twelve hundred pounds a year, 
in addition to the pay of the respective ranks in the army which he 
subsequently held. We say nothing against the latter grant—the Shrap- 
nel shell is a most efficient and murderous weapon of war—but one 
would think that the highest premium—the £1200 a year—should have 
been given to Jenner, on the ground that the discovery evinced a more 
philosophical genius, and a genius that deserved to be encouraged, as on 
the whole most useful to mankind.—London Lancet. 


On the Employment of the Gelatine and Fat of Bones as a means of 
gimeliorating the Diet of the Poor. By M. D’Arcet.—M. D’Arcet, from 
the examination of the annual reports of the various hospitals, gives an 
e apparently satisfactory answer to the seventh conclusion of the French 
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Academy as to the nutritive power of gelatine. He shows that the di- 
rectors of the different hospitals at Lille, Metz, Lyons. Strasbourg, dif- 
ferent parts of Russia, and the whole of Holland, have found experi- 
mentally, that the health of their inmates has improved from the date of 
their fitting up an apparatus for extracting the gelatine and fat from 
bones. With regard to one of the hospitals at Lyons, he mentions the 
very striking fact, thay the mortality appeared to be reduced by this means 
alone from 90 to 72, at which it has averaged ever since the apparatus 
for the preparation of the gelatine soup was fitted up. Many other in- 
teresting facts are mentioned, showing the advantage of hospitals being 
provided with an apparatus for the preparation of gelatine from bones, 
for it appears that, whenever this gelatinous soup has been added to the 
diet of the patient, the sickness and consequent expense for medicines 
has been greatly lessened, the mortality has been considerably diminished, 
and the general health of the inmates greatly improved.—Annales D’ Hy- 
giene, in Med. Examiner. 


Absence of the Uterus. By Dr. Cramer.—The case here related is 
that of a woman 30 years old, of perfectly feminine external form, who 
had never menstruated, but had frequently suffered from epistaxis, hemop- 
tysis, and other local congestions. She married at 23, and at 30, annoyed 
at having no children, submitted to an examination. No uterus could be 
found, but the external organs of generation were -well formed, and the 
vagina was of normal width, as long as the finger, and ended in a cul- 
de-sac. The unusual circumstances of the case were, the existence of 
natural sexual appetite, and of a tendency to vicarious menstruation, the 
normal development of the external sexual characters, and the nearly full 
size of the vagina; all rendering it probable that, though the uterus was 
deficient, the ovaries were in their natural state.—British and Foreign 
Medical Review, from Med. Zeitung. 


Diep,—At St. Johns, Dr. Roe—accidentally drowned. He was about settling 
at Montreal, as a surgeon. 


Number of deaths in Boston for the week ending May 14, 49.—Males, 19 ; Females, 30. Stillborn, 1. 

Of consumption, 8—delirium tremens, 1—lung fever, 2—child-bed, 2—mortification, 1—disease of 
the liver, 1—debility, 1—scarlet fever, 9—erysipelas, 2—drowned, 2—smallpox, 2—inflammation of the 
bowels, 1—inflammation of the lungs, 3—sudden, 2—colic, 1—dropsy on the brain, 1—old age, 1— 
insanity, 1—dropsy on the chest, 1—tabes mesenterica, 1—croup, 2—measles, 1—pleurisy, 1—infantile, 
1—typhus fever, 1. 


NEW QUARTERLY JOURNAL QF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 
THE first No. of this periodical will be ready for delivery on the Ist of June. The success already 
ensured is sufficient to warrant its publication for one year at least, so that there need be no hesita- 
tion in sending in names and payment. The price and terms are the same as of this Journal. 
Contents of the first No. will be given hereafter. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Tue Annual Meeting of the Massachusetts Medical Society will be held at the Temple, Tremont 
street, on Wednesday, the 25th inst., at 10 o’clock, A.M. The annual discourse will be delivered at 
1 o’clock, by Stephen W. Williams, M.D., of Deerfield. Literary gentlemen interested in medical 
science, and students in medicine, are respectfully invited to attend. Dinner at half past 3, at the 
United States Hotel, opposite the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Depot. 

A stated meeting of the Counsellors will be held on the day following, at the pare room, Tem- 
ple, Tremont street, at 10 o’clock, A. M. GEORGE W. OTIS, JR., 

My 18—tm Recording Secretary. 


TREATMENT OF TERNIA, by Henry G. Clark, M.D., successor to Dr. E. W. Leach—office, No. 
204 Hanover street, Boston. 13My— 
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MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
Tue Censors of the Society and First Medical District will meet at the house of the subscriber, No, 
9 Franklin street, Boston, on Thursday, the 19th of May, at 4 o’clock, P. M. 
My 4—tm JOHN JEFFRIES, Secretary of Censors. 


ALBANY MEDICAL COLLEGE. 
— session of Lectures will commence on the first Tuesday of October, and continue sixteen 
w 


Surgery, by ALDEN Marcu, M.D. 

Theory and Practice of Medicine, by James McNavenron, M.D. 
Obstetrics, by EBENEzER Emmons, M.D. 

Materia Medica, by T. Romeyn Beck, M.D. 

Chemistry, by Lewis C. Beck, M.D. 

Anatomy, by James H. Armsby, M.D. 

Institutes of Medicine, by Tuomas Hun, M.D. 

Medical Jurisprudence, by Amos Dgan, Esq. 


Lecture fees, $70. Matriculation fee, $5. Graduation fee, $20. Boarding, from “Se to $3,00 per 
M.D., Regist 


J. H. ARMSBY, 
ALDEN MARCH, M.D., President. Al.27—tO 


TREMONT-STREET MEDICAL SCHOOL. 


portunities belonging to their school. ACOB BIGEL . 
EDWARD REYNOLDS, 
Jy 28—eoply D. HUMPHREYS STORER, 


TO PHYSICIANS AND APOTHECARIES. 

Davip F. BRaADLEE & Co., wholesale and retai! Chemists and Druggists, Central Depot, No. 19 
Cornhill, near Washington street and Dock square, Boston, have selected and imported a very choice 
selection of Medicines and Chemicals from the well-known establishments of MANDER, WEAVER & 
Manner, and others, of England; also all the valuable French and other foreign medical and chemical 

reparations ; in addition to which, they have brought together all the superior American preparations, 

agendie’s and Dunglison’s New Remedies, &c.—the whole including all the recent discoveries in 
medicine and chemistry from each section of the scientific world. They likewise keep constantly on 
hand, or supply to order, every variety of Surgical Instrument, &c. Dentists also supplied with su- 
perior specimens of all the articles used in their practice. Homeopathic Books and Medicines fur- 
nished to order. 

N. B.—All orders addressed to D. F. B. & Co., as above, or to the publisher of this Journal, will 
be promptly answered, and every article furnished will be warranted to be as good and as cheap as 
city. 

avid F. ee, 
John W. Warren. Mh. 16—e3wly 


INSTRUMENTS. 
TaeovoreE Mertcatr, Apothecary, No. 33 Tremont Row, offers to surgeons and dentists, the best 
selected assortment of Instruments to be found in the city: consisting in part of Amputating, Trepan- 
- ning, Obstetrical, Dissecting, Strabismus, Pocket, Eye and Cocper’s Cases; Scarificators, Catheters, 
Bougies, Stomach Pumps, Injecting do., Spring and Thumb Lancets, Dissecting and Dressing Scissors, 
Trocars, Needles, Bistouries; Dressing, Dissecting, Polypus and Throat Forceps, Tonsil Instruments, 
&c: &c. of American and English manufacture. ‘ 

Extracting Forceps, in sets of 12, or singly, of superior form and finish ; Excavators, Burrs, Plug- 
gers, Drills, Files ; Cutting, Splitting and Punching Forceps ; Gold and Platina Plate and Wire, Solder 
and Springs, Gold and Tin Foil, MineExaL Teetn, in great variety (much the largest assortment to be 
found in N. England), Grindstones, and almost every article used in the surgical or mechanical de- 
partments of Dentistry. 

All orders from the country carefully and promptly executed. D. 1.—6m 


ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS. 

Dr. Haynes’s instrument, which is recommended by the profession generally, may now be had at 
the Medical Journal office. Price, with perineafstrap, only $4—without, $3,50. By addressing the 
publisher,’ No. 184 Washington street, physicians may be readily accommodated. A.J9 

The Supporters may also be obtained of the following agents:—In New Hampshire, Drs J. A. 
Dana, N. Hampton; A. Harris, Colebrook ; M. Parker, Acworth; J. Crosby, Meredith; E. Bartlett, 
Haverhill; D. Crosby, Hanover; F. P. Fitch, Amherst; J. Smith, Dover; J. C. Eastman, Ham- 
stead; C. B. Hamilton, Lyme; Stickney & Dexter, Lancaster; J. B. Abbott, Boscawen ; N. Kendall 
& Co., Nashua. In Vermont, Dr. L. Jewett, St. Johnsbury. L.8. Bartlett, Lowell,Mass. J. Balch, 
Jr., Providence, R. I. 


IMPROVED SILVER CATHETER. 
Tne superior Silver Catheter, made by the subscriber, may be found at Metcalf’s, No. 38 Tremont 
row. My 11—* D. SMILEY, JR. 


THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday by 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 184 Washington St., corner of Franklin 8t., to whom all communications must be 
addressed, post paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, with a printed cover. There are two 
volumeseach year. J. V.C. SMITH, M.D., Editor. Price $3,00 a year in advance, $3,50 after three 
months, or $4,00 if not paid within the year. Two copies to the same address, for $5,00 a year, in 
advance. Orders from a distance must be accompanied by payment in advance or satisfactory refer- 
ence. Postage the same as for a newspaper. 
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Tue subscribers, at their rooms in Tremont street, continne to give personal inatruction to private pupils 

as heretofore, in the various branches of medicine, in connection with the practical pursuit of anatomy, 

and attendance on the Massachusetts General _ the Eye and Ear Infirmary, and the other op- 


